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ENG 107 Representative Literary Works 
 

Fall & Winter 2017-18 

Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 – 2:15 

Instructor: Jason Peters 

Office: 312  

Office Hours: TBA 

Phone: (204) 924-4880 

Email: jason_peters@boothuc.ca 

 

Course Description 

This course is an introduction to the study of literature and is designed to cover a range of literary 
periods and genres. This course takes up a variety of texts in literature, visual media, and theory and 
students are introduced to literary and critical texts simultaneously to enhance their ability to engage 
with unfamiliar and challenging texts and to expand their comprehension as readers and their 
versatility as writers. This core module will provide an introduction to major Dramatic works, Poetry 
and to the Novel. 
 

Duration: 6 September 2017 — 13 April 2018 

Delivery Mode: Classroom & Printed Materials 

Credits: 6 Credit Hours 

Prerequisites: None 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date 9 March 2018 

Last Day to Request Extensions 29 March 2018 

 

Required Textbooks and Reading 
 
Nearly all required reading for ENG107 will come from the Norton Anthology of English Literature, The 
Major Authors. Students should buy the multi-volume set:  
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1) Greenblatt, Stephen, et al, eds, The Norton Anthology of English Literature, The Major Authors, 

9th ed. (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2013). 

 

2) Brontë, Charlotte, Jayne Eyre, 2nd ed. (New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015). 

 

Reading for a number of units is supplemented by extracts from texts uploaded to the course 

website.  

 
 

Recommended Reading  
 

1) Abrams, M.H. and Geoffrey Harpham. A Glossary of Literary Terms. 9th Ed. Boston:   
Wadsworth, 2009. An excellent resource for literary study. Older editions are just as 
good. 

 
2) The Oxford English Dictionary Online is the standard resource for looking up historical 

word meanings, and should be your constant companion when reading older texts. 
 
3) The MLA Bibliography is the standard tool for finding secondary research in English; 

JSTOR is a very good database of secondary material, including many full-text articles, 
and the Literary Encyclopedia is a good place to start reading about particular authors and 
texts.   

 
 

Assessment and Percentage Breakdown 
 
Reading Quizzes (six per semester – drop worst two (2) grades) – 10% 
 
Assignment One – 10% 
 
Assignment Two – 10% 
 
Assignment Three – 10% 
 
Assignment Four – 10% 
 
Final Exam (Date TBA) – 40% 
 
Attendance and Participation – 10% 
 
Essays I consider each paper to be a whole rather than a collection of parts. Therefore, I do not 
give proportions of a mark for features such as mechanics or argument. For example, atrocious 
spelling can turn an A paper into a D. Occasionally a brilliant argument can outweigh a small 
number of minor mechanical errors, but never bank on this happening. 
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My marking will, among other things, point out any writing errors you have made. Please look up 
any errors in a handbook, so you can prevent them in your next essay. Before you hand in your 
second essay, please review your first one so you can be alert to any relevant bad habits. 
 
Late Assignments I will penalize late assignments one per cent per day. I will not accept 
assignments more than one week late. Extensions (without penalty) will be granted only in response 
to emergencies, before the due date.  
 

 
Grading Policy  
 

Final grades for this course may be A+, A, B+, B, C+, C, D, or F.  
 
Students will receive a percentage grade on each piece of work which translates to these letter grades 

in the following fashion:  

 

Letter Grade Percentage Grade Points Descriptor 

  A+ 92-100 4.5 Exceptional 

A 85-91 4 Excellent 

  B+ 78-84 3.5 Very Good 

B 70-77 3 Good 

  C+ 67-70 2.5 Satisfactory 

C 60-66 2 Adequate 

D 50-59 1 Marginal 

F 0-49 0 Failure 

 
Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject matter 
with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may 
be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 
organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject matter 
with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 
of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; 
very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 
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B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 
critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; 
evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant 
issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 
some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the 
material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter 
and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the 
subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the 
literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 

Please note that grades submitted by instructors become final only after they are vetted by the 
Dean’s office. 
 

 
Policies 
 
Electronic Devices 
 
Here is Booth UC’s policy on the use of electronic devices in the classroom: 
 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 
between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 
only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including 
email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the 
express permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 
blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of 
personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be 
withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Late Assignments 
 
Barring exceptional circumstances, late assignments will not be accepted. If you know you will be 
away on the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to take the necessary steps to ensure 
that your assignment is submitted on time. If you have a legitimate reason (e.g., family or medical 
emergency) to receive an extension on an assignment, I will do my best to accommodate you. 
However, it is your responsibility to contact me well in advance or, in the case of an emergency, in a 
timely manner to make alternate arrangements. Decisions regarding extensions will be made on a 
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case-by-case basis and you should not assume that I will agree with you regarding the 
accommodation-worthiness of your situation. I reserve the right to deny your request and to ask you 
for evidence (e.g., a doctor’s note) of your need for accommodation.  
 
Appeals 
 
I will do my best to ensure that grades are assigned in a fair and equitable way, but you should not 
hesitate to approach me about any questions or concerns you might have about any grade you 
receive on any assignment or exam. Although I cannot promise that we will ultimately agree on the 
grade your assignment or exam should receive, I do promise to listen to your concerns and take 
them seriously. If, having discussed your concerns with me, you still believe that your grade is unfair, 
you have the right to launch a formal appeal. Booth UC’s policy on appeals can be found here:  
 

www.boothuc.ca/academics/policies/academic-appeals  
 

Academic Integrity 
 
As a student, it is also your responsibility to familiarize yourself with Booth UC’s policy regarding 
academic integrity. 
 
To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 
state the source of well known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 
acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 
quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 
as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so 
constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student 
submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the 
answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the 
prescribed plagiarism tutorial. 

 
Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic 
Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

 
The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 
allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 
determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 
appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 
Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 
College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals). 

 
If you have a question regarding academic integrity that is not answered above, don’t hesitate to  
direct it my way. 

 

http://www.boothuc.ca/academics/policies/academic-appeals
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Provisional Schedule: FALL/WINTER 2017-18 

 
Introduction: What is Literature? 
 
Week One Welcome and Introduction 
 
Week Two 

Terry Eagleton, “The Rise of English” 
Margaret Atwood, “Death by Landscape” 

 
Unit 1: Reading Narrative 
 
Week Three  

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre  
Jane Eyre cont’d (Reading Quiz #1) 

 
Week Four  

Jane Eyre cont’d (Group Discussion) 
Jane Eyre cont’d (Reading Quiz #2) (Assignment One Handout) 

 
Week Five  

Gayatri Spivak, Erin O’Connor, Deidre David (Unit on Postcolonial Criticism) 
Sandra M. Gilbert, “Plain Jane’s Progress”  

 
October 10 - 12 NO CLASS: READING WEEK 
 

 
Unit Two: Reading Poetry 
 
Week Six  

How to Read Poetry Assignment One Due 
Philip Larkin, “High Windows” and W. H. Auden, “As I Walked Out One Evening” 
T. S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” and W. B. Yeats, “The Second 
Coming” 

 
 

Unit Three: The Anglo-Saxon Period 
 
Week Seven  

Beowulf (Reading Quiz #3) 
Beowulf cont’d (Group Discussion) 

 
 

Unit Four: The Middle Ages 
 
Week Eight  
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Geoffrey Chaucer, Canterbury Tales (“General Prologue”) 
“The Wakefield Second Shepherd’s Play” 

 
 

Unit Five: The Renaissance 
 
Week Nine  

Petrarch, “Rima 190,” Thomas Wyatt, “Whoso list to hunt”  
Sir Philip Sidney, Sonnets 1 & 74 
William Shakespeare, Sonnets  

 
Week Ten  

Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene, Book One, Canto I (Reading Quiz #4) 
Spenser cont’d (Group Discussion) 

 
Week Eleven  

William Shakespeare, King Lear (Reading Quiz #5) 
Shakespeare, cont’d   

 
Week Twelve  

John Donne, “The Flea,” Holy Sonnets 10 & 14 and George Herbert, “The Altar,” 
“Easter Wings” 

 

Unit Six: The English Civil War  
John Milton, “On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity” cont’d  

 
Week Thirteen  

Milton, Paradise Lost, Book One (Reading Quiz #6) 
 
 

Unit Seven: The Eighteenth Century 
 
Week Fourteen  

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Book 4 (Reading Quiz #1) Assignment Two Due 
Swift, cont’d (Group Discussion) 

 
Week Fifteen  

Alexander Pope, “The Rape of the Lock” (Reading Quiz #2) 
 

 
Unit Eight: The Romantics 

William Blake, “The Lamb,” “The Chimney Sweeper,” “The Divine Image,” “The 
Tyger,” “A Divine Image” 

 
Week Sixteen  

William Wordsworth, “Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey” and 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “Frost at Midnight” 
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (Reading Quiz #3) 
 
Week Seventeen  

Percy Shelley, “Ozymandias” and Lord Byron, “She Walks in Beauty Like the Night” 
John Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale” and “Ode on a Grecian Urn” 

 
 

Unit Nine: The Victorians  
 
Week Eighteen  

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, “The Lady of Shallot” 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, selections from In Memoriam (Group Discussion) 

 
Week Nineteen  

Christina Rossetti, Goblin Market, “No, Thank You, John” Essay Three Due 
 

 
February 20 & 22 No Class – Reading Week 
 
Week Twenty 

Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (Reading Quiz #4) 
Wilde cont’d (Presentations) 

 
Week Twenty-One  

Wilde cont’d (Presentations) 
Wilde cont’d (Presentations) 

 

 
Unit Ten: The Twentieth Century and Modernism 
 
Week Twenty-Two 

T.S. Eliot, “The Waste Land” 
Eliot cont’d (Group Discussion) 

 
Week Twenty-Three 
  James Joyce, “The Dead” (Reading Quiz #5) 
  Nadine Gordimer, “The Moment before the Gun Went Off” (Reading Quiz #6) 
   
 

Unit Eleven: Conclusion and Review 
 
Week Twenty-Four 
  Margaret Atwood, “Death by Landscape” 


